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00 0 0 MFrance, Japan:
Influence on each other.

A few months ago, |
visited Bonito Flake
Shop Tenpaku in Nakiri.
Aside from the process
| of drying bonito, | have
learnt a great deal about
Japanese culture there. |
was especially impressed to see how Tsuchida
Bakusen’s paintings look very much like
Gauguin’s. After a bit of research, | have learnt
that Tsushida actually met with Gauguin on
his trip to Europe where he has been inspired
by his paintings. Tsushida is not the only artist
inspired by others. Monet and Van Gogh
would not be who they are without Hokusai
and Hiroshige. Van Gogh even wrote to his
brother: “All my work is in a way founded on
Japanese art”.

| enjoy the idea that our cultures are not stuck
in time and space but they evolve and grow
from interaction with other cultures. Instead
of fearing other cultures, | wish we would
embrace them to let our own culture flourish.
Right now, in France, a lockdown has been
put in place. To cheer people up, many artists
offer free live concerts from their home and
museums open their door to virtual tours
of the artworks. Artists felt that, as citizen, it
was their duties to care for their compatriots’
mental health. We tend to think that art is not
a priority but the crisis we are in right now is
teaching us how essential it actually is.
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