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In Japan June Still Means
School, But in America lt's -
Already Summer Break!

For Japanese students, June
means:--more school. Even worse,
there are no holidays, so there are .
probably many who want July to
arrive sooner. But for Americans,

SREntE YL
(IRANS XA TT! ' :

| " v AT J June doesn’t mean more school

- it means summer break! This is *

due to the differences in our educational systems.

The Japanese school year starts in April, but in the US it starts
in either August or September. Summer vacation in the US
is usually around 3 months, so it's extremely long. Because
of how long summer break is in the US, summer is strongly
associated with vacation, and lots of people are always waiting
for summer to arrive. However, in Japan, June and July are still -
school months, and summer also brings the rainy season and
typhoons, so students are probably not hoping for summer to
come sooner, but rather for the semester to end quickly.

Because summer has such a strong association with fun, lots
of Americans tend to go on vacation during the summer. .
And since the US so big, there are many who just travel
domestically. Among the types of domestic travel, traveling
with a car, a.ka. going on a “road trip,” is particularly popular.
Although the US is large, because it doesn't have a robust
transportation system, most people use cars to move around.
In addition, traveling with a car gives you a sense a freedom, .
so road trips in the US, known as the “Land of the Free,”
feel very American! I'm from California, and there’s basically
everything, from national parks and beaches to amusement
parks and museums, so even if you don't leave the state, -
you can still do lots and lots of things, so there are plenty of -
Americans who haven't left their home state before. That
being said, summer isn't just about traveling! In the US, there
are many who just stay at home to relax and have barbecues,
and there are also a lot of children who attend summer camps
and programs too, so summer is a season filled with a diverse -
amount of activities!

Right now everyone’s trying to stay inside so it's hard to really
go anywhere, but you can still have fun while staying in Shima
or at home, so let’s all try to think of creative ways to enjoy our
summers!
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