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sounds of waves?
Earlier this year, | read The

Sounds of Waves by Yukio

Mishima, a love story between

a poor young fisherman called
AT F S 0 ! Shinji and Hatsue, a wealthy
girl. As expected from one of the greatest authors of
the last century, the tale in itself is captivating but it is
even more appealing to us as it is set in Ise bay. This
includes Utajima, the island where Shinji and Hatsue
live on, which is inspired by Kamishima in Toba.

The whole tale is fantastic but one sentence in
particular astounded me: “I'll do my best to help make
life on our island the most peaceful there is anywhere
-+ the happiest there is anywhere--- Because if we
don't do that, everybody will start forgetting the
island and quit wanting to come back.” This sentence
resonated with me, | understood Shinji's feeling, his
worry about the future of his island. Our younger
generation is eager to leave Shima to see new places,
live new adventures as they should and | feel like it is
our role to make Shima a peaceful, welcoming place
so they keep fond memories of it and hopefully, one
day, come back to live a happy life cradled by the
sounds of the waves.
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