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¥ Explore Shima’s roots
Life in Shima from 20,000 years ago

Knife-shaped stone tools from the Paleolithic era have been found in
Shima City, and it is known that people lived in the area about 20,000
years ago. During the Yayoi period and Kofun (burial mound) period,
rice was cultivated in various parts of the Japanese islands, but since
archeological sites are concentrated in the coastal areas of Shima City,
it is thought that seafood was the main product. Many of the burial
mounds were built along the coast, and it is believed that they showed
the region’s power to people who sailed along the Kii Peninsula.

Establishes its status as Miketsukuni
(land of royal provisions)

Shima City is blessed with seafood and mountain food, and it hasn’t changed
since long ago. In the Kojiki, which was written in Wado 5 (712 AD), the re-
gion was called the “Offering Island”, and it was a listed as a country that
contributed seafood as the emperor’s food. Ise Province, including Shima
Province, was written about in the “Nihonshoki”, which was written in Yoro
4 (720 AD). It said that “The divine wind of Ise Province is a country where
the wandering of the eternal world returns. It is a beautiful outer province.”
Waves (the black current) repeatedly rushed in from the everlasting world
(the land that nurtures eternal life), and it is said to be a place rich with sea-
food and mountain food. Furthermore, the area is also described in Japan’s
oldest Japanese poetry collection, the “Manyoshu”, which dates from the
late 7th century to the late 8th century AD. It describes the area as “a Miket-
sukuni (land of royal provisions), with Shima’s ama (women divers), taking
the small boat Makumano, watching them rowing offshore.” It is known that
Shima was included as a Miketsukuni and that represents the country which
has provided food to the imperial court and shrine since ancient times.From
ancient times, the Shima region must have been blessed with high quality
goods that fascinated gods and emperors.

Atreasure which makes you feel the eternity of time

Various relics representing different periods, such as stone tools and

earthenware, have been excavated from the city, as if to tell that we

have walked down a long path of history. In addition, many precious tra-

ditional aspects of culture that have been continuously handed down

remain. These are precious treasures that are indispensable when

talking about the roots of Shima. We must pass on the rich history of
7 Shima to the future by protecting these treasures and passing them on.
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Wooden strips unearthed in the remains of the Heijo Palace
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Ise-ebi (Japanese spiny lobster) Festival
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