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America the Young

Does everyone know what
- day July 4th is? It's American
Independence Day, which is
normally called Independence
Day or the Fourth of July!
Unlike Japan, which
celebrates National
Foundation Day, in the US we
celebrate Independence Day, because independence
was critical to the founding of our nation. The country
we know as the USA today was only formed after
the 13 original colonies gained their independence
from Great Britain. In the US, we call the war for
independence the “American Revolution.” Unfair
taxation and treatment sparked a movement that led
the residents of the 13 colonies to seek freedom and
equality by challenging Great Britain, and their victory
led to the colonies’ independence in 1776. This is why
the US has an image of “freedom” and “rebellion”!

On the Fourth of July, cities come alive with red, white
and blue - the colors of the national flag — people hold
barbecues and picnics, and at night there are plenty of
fireworks, so it is a day filled with pride and gratitude
for America. That being said, with the continuing civil
rights movements, and issues of racism and police
brutality, the flaws at the root of American society have
become clear to the world, and in this climate, it is
hard to feel pride for the US. But not everything about
the US is bad. Because | grew up in the diverse and
multicultural environment that is America, | was able
to learn, both through the good and the bad, about
what humanity is and what it means to live together
and support each other as people, regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion or sexual orientation, and this is
something that | am grateful for.
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