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Last March, | went to Daiji
temple in Nakiri to see
the cherry blossom. From
spring, | like to visit this
temple from time to time
| asitis always flowery.
ALTm:}:E;\;E'Iii'{;j!J In France, as in Japan,
flowers are significant in
our culture. Florists and bakers are the only shops
open on Sundays. Florists are thriving there as it
is customary to offer flowers to the host when
invited to dinner. My family, itself, is very fond
of them, two of my cousins are florists and my
grandma has a flamboyant flower garden.
Yet, | have never been touched by the beauty of
flowers before coming to Japan.
But living here, enjoying the cherry blossom
viewing and the walks under the falling maple
leaves, | started to see their charm, the sense of
bliss that they procure.
My mum’s favorite flower was the sunflower. |
have heard about the sunflower field in Shima
Kankou Nouen in Isobe from July. | cannot wait
to visit it this year in honor of my mother. Until
then, I am planning to visit some of the Minami
Ise-Shima open gardens. Some householders
open their garden for a few months every year for
anyone to visit. It is an amazing experience to sit
with strangers and chat away while bathing in an
ocean of flowers.
If you find the time to indulge yourself, enjoy an
afternoon in one of the open gardens. You will
not regret it.
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