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Happy July! Speaking of July,
have you heard of the Fourth
of July? Also known as
Independence Day, it is one
of the most important national
holidays in the United
States. It commemorates
the country's Declaration
of Independence from
Great Britain in 1776 and
refpresents the American spirit
of freedom and patriotism.
However, compared to
other countries, America is still very young. This year,
America will turn 247 years
old on July 4th! On this day,
we usualry celebrate with
family and friends by having
barbecues, watching parades, £
and enjoying fireworks shows [

together. '

Interestingly, the Independence Day weekend also
coincides with Anime Expo, the largest anime convention
in North America, held in Los Angeles, California. The
event brings together fans, industry professionals, and
artists from around the world to celebrate their love for
Japanese pop culture. It offers a variety of activities,
including panels, screenings, merchandise exhibitions,
and cosplaﬁ contests. The winners of the cosplay contest
even get the opportunity to represent Team USA and
compete at the World Cosplay
Summit held in Nagoya.
This event promotes global ;
exchange by bringing together _ ™
people from around the WgH
world who share a passion = Sa¥E8RF agy s Hikes
for Japanese pop culture and 5 8

cosplay. —

Although Independence Day and the Anime Expo may
appear as different events, they share common themes
of celebration, individuality, and cultural expression.
Independence Day emphasizes the significance of liberty
and independence, which have been deeply rooted in
American society since its founding. On the other hand,
Anime Expo embraces the passion and creativity of
individuals who express themselves through costumes
and art. Overall, both events celebrate freedom and
embrace diverse forms of self-expression, which are
highly valued in American society.
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